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Bridlington Town Council

Coat of Arms

Granted by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

Fifth Day of November 2001

Heraldic Description:
Per Sable and Argent three Gothic Capital letters B counterchanged




on a Chief embattled of the second two Barrulets wavy Azure and 

for the Crest Issuant from a Coronet composed of eight Roses set 

upon a rim of a Sun rising Gules.


            Motto:
Signum
– Symbol of




Salutis

– Health or Prosperity or Safety or Well Being

Semper
– Always

A made up phrase for alliteration purposes and strictly speaking considered to be out of context.

Interpretations: Always the bearer or bringer of greetings and salutations and good health;




 The sign of safety or good health always;

The Three B’s

The history of the Three B’s dates back to 1589 when it was a single shield containing the three B’s. There is, however, no absolute proof that Bridlington Priory actually used this coat of arms but its use  after the dissolution of the Priory in 1537 is not too long for the tradition to have endured. The Arms have been used by the Lords Feoffees and their Assistants of the Manor of Bridlington, which pre-dates the establishment of local authorities as we know them. The history of the Arms can be traced back to the reign of Elizabeth I with confidence, and even earlier, but without definite proof. One good reason being that it is not found on the herald’s lists under Henry VIII. It cannot be said with any certainty what is the meaning of the three B’s. It is, however, quite apparent beyond question that B stands for Bridlington. There are two possibilities, first that the three B’s represent what is called in heraldry a “field seme” – that is, scattered over with the same device or figure or badge, here reduced to three for simplicity and effect. The second theory is that the three B’s are a reference to the Trinity and thereby strengthens the possibility that this coat of arms did formerly belong to the Bridlington Priory. Quite a number of good heralds flatly reject the “Trinity” idea. However, there is a distinct probability that it is the Priory’s coat of arms and that the Lords Feoffees took it over when they succeeded to the Prior’s position as Lords of the Manor.

Canon Purvis (date unknown)

The latest coat of arms of Bridlington dates back to the twentieth century and was originally granted and assigned to the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgess of the Borough of Bridlington on the Twenty-Sixth Day of September 1934.

The Borough of Bridlington was abolished on the First Day of April 1974 and was superseded by the Borough of North Wolds later to be known as the East Yorkshire Borough, which itself was abolished on the First Day of April 1996 to be superseded by the East Riding of Yorkshire Council unitary authority.

Bridlington Parish Council was established on the First Day of April 2000 and by resolution passed by the Council on the Tenth Day of May 2000 was from thence known as Bridlington Town Council.

Christopher Stratton Smith, Clerk to the Council, petitioned Her Majesty The Queen for the Armorial Bearings of the former Borough of Bridlington to be transferred and exemplified unto the Bridlington Town Council.

The Armorial Bearings were eventually exemplified on the Eighth Day of January 2002.

The cost of the transfer of the Armorial Bearings amounted to £1,750 including the placing of a notice in the London Gazette. 

